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Minutes of the 3 March 2009 Chapter Meeting

There being a quorum present and Chapter President Dan Price called the meeting to order at 6:40 P.M.

February Meeting Minutes Approved   – MSP
Treasurers Report: Checking: $11,993.38
Savings: $1,890.18    Six (6) Month CD: $7,505.80
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Committee Reports:

Survey Career Awareness / Membership Committee:  Career Awareness- Dick Lovering reported that there are at least 4 high schools in town incorporating CAD with Civil 3D into their curriculum.  He braved the Trig Star test himself & offered to forward it to members to try it for themselves.  He found the test very challenging, and concluded he “has respect for anyone who can finish it under one hour.”  
Education: 
Education: See notes on Geocaching below.
Trig Star: Dan spent time at Graham Kapowsin and had the opportunity to walk the kids through multiple problem solving exercises including determining the height of a flag pole, turning a traverse, the laws of sine and cosine (bet you don’t remember those right off the top of your head!), and triangle resolution.  He expects to hear more from participating schools after WASL testing is completed.
Refresher:  Bill has wrapped up a very successful season of the refresher courses.  The resulting numbers: 76 participants, 23 of which are licensed, with an average attendance of 76%.  A total of $6585 was collected from registrants and $3025 went to instructor fees for a gain of $3210.  The most attended class was State Plane Coordinates, with Larry Signani.  Let least attended was Photogrammetry (but it was a valuable, quality course nevertheless).  Bill will work with Amanda to get the handouts posted or linked on the website.  WAY TO GO, BILL!!!  YOU DID A GREAT JOB!
Pierce County Liaison:  Doug Casement reported that the monthly information meeting topic was on Wetlands, very informative.  
Geocaching:  A lively discussion ensued about our geocache position and how to utilize it better for community outreach and spur interest in the surveying profession.  Dan & Gary both suggested that our geocaching efforts should be “family friendly” and a competition could be formed.  This could be posted on the website & prizes given for the winners.  Clarice brought up that Tacoma Nature Center has a fantastic program established called “Bio Blitzes” where kids incorporate GPS and mapping with specimens found in nature.  Also, the UW & Oregon have “Nature Mapping” programs in place that are accredited.  In essence, there is a lot of potential to incorporate existing templates into a potential competition or event sponsored by our chapter…stay tuned & input is welcome.
Board of Trustees:  Our new representative, Amanda reported that the meeting was held the last day of the conference.  The National Museum of Surveying will be opening in Springfield Miss., and LSAW donated $1,000.  The LSAW Foundation is getting started, they are working on tax exemption status and have secured the talents of our very own Amanda to create their website.  (We’re all looking forward to seeing Amanda’s creativity at work!)  The Spring Seminar is going to be conducted May 15th at Seven Cedars Casino in Sequim.  The Hood Canal bridge will be closed, so alternate routes will be necessary.  Next year’s annual conference was scheduled for Yakima, but LSAW is re-examining that.
Programs & Scheduling (Tentative): 

May – James Ray


June – Randy Sleight, coastal mapping

Old Time Survey Campout: The event is scheduled for June 5th thru June 7th.  Please donate to the cause with prizes or cash.  Jeff Webster donated hand made exotic wood cribbage boards.
Speaker of the Month

The investment firm of Kibble & Prentice sent their representatives Kyle Russell and Matt Crane to make a presentation on investing in our current economic climate.  They predicted that that the economy will “hit bottom” by the end of 2009.  They emphasized the importance of continuing to contribute to retirement funds and realizing this is a great opportunity to “snap up” down-valued equities.  The emotional side of the current situation is that “people want their bubble back” and reacting irrationally.  They move into cash or stop buying all together, but NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY.  Realize that it is a buyers’ market and reconsider the decision to sell.  They advised avoiding individual stocks for long term investing and emphasized Index Funds and ETF’s.   Also, analyzing the “tax efficiency” of an investment is important, particularly for those closer to retirement.  When examining a fund look at its history: include 7 -10 -20 years of data to get a sense of the “meat behind the data.” 
Old Business

· The conference booth was a SMASHING SUCCESS!!!  What an attraction!  WAY TO GO AMANDA!  There was always a consistent crowd at the booth and it hi-lighted our chapter’s accomplishments and activities very thoroughly (and was pleasing to the eye, according to this author).  The raffle for the Bates Foundation was also a great success.
New Business

· There are plans in the works for another joint meeting with the North Sound Chapter.
· Vic Banks would like contacts for teacher recruitment for the TWiST program this summer.
· The BLM manual is supposed to be released this September.
· Scott announced that there is legislation to raise recording fees by $20.  Contact your representatives to help prevent this from happening.
Good of the Order
· South Puget Sound College will be looking for an instructor once again.  Paul Mabry is currently teaching, but has decided to pursue graduate school out of state.  We wish him luck when he takes off, but he wanted to give everyone a heads up about the upcoming opportunity.  There are currently 18 students enrolled in the program.
Raffle 

The chapter wishes to thank The PPI Group and Geoline for supporting the LSAW and the entire surveying profession with the continuous donations.  
Attendance
There were 22 members, 10 associates, 3 students, and 4 guests.  Total 39. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.
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April 7, 2009  Meeting Agenda

(Agenda subject to change)

6:30pm Call to order

Pledge of Allegiance 

Introductions and sign in sheet

Approval of minutes

Treasurers Report  
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Dan Price
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Doug Casement, Tom Kerth
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Aaron Blaisdell

Geocaching





James Ray
Scheduling                                                                Tom Ginsburg
Old Time Survey Campout



Gary Letzring
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MAY SPS CHAPTER MEETING 





The regular business meeting will be held on 5th May 2009 at 6:30 PM, at �Porter’s Place


Topic:


Precise 3-D Traversing presented by James Ray








